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BERLIN, Sept. 17..For blacking EnlperorWilliam's eye, young LieutenantVon Hahnke, of the German
navy, disgraced in the eyes of all his fellow-officers.has committed suicide, and
one more scandal Is added to the already
long list of those which have made Wilhelm'sreign the most notorious'ln German

, fcistory.
This is not the first time that the

Emperor has caused the suicide of a Germanofficer. When he was still Prince
William he had a violent quarrel with the
lieutenant of a regiment quartered in Potsdam.
Furious with anger, the Prince stmck

the officer. The latter could not retaliate
In kind, but sent a challenge. The Prince
refused to fight on the plea of inequality
of rank and the officer shot himself.
The story of the Von Hahnke episode

Is one of studied concealment on the part
of the official chroniclers of court news.

The black eye of His Majesty, so It Is
given out, was merely the result of the
bursting of a cable with which he came
in contact. Von Hahnke. so they have told
us. Is dead, sure enough, but the poor fellowtumbled off his wheel headlong over

« cliff, and they produced a bicycle at the
top of the cliff to give plausibility to the
yarn.
The Kaiser received his black eye on

board his yacht, the Hohensollern, while
voyaging through the Norwegian fjords last
July. Soon after it was announced that one

of his adjutants, Lieutenant Von Hahnke,
was mysteriously killed. The official papers
at the time had their explanations ready:
"The Bmperor was struck by the end of a

cable snapping In two," and "Hahnke lost
his balance while bicycling on the edge of
a torrent and was drowned."
The latter story received a number of

elaborations during the following weeks.
"The Emperor was deeply affected by his
young friend's misfortune," wrote the ImperialGazette, "and. In order to locate the
pody caused a dummy figure to be dropped
into the torrent where he fell. It was

drawn out afterward, torn In many pieces
and scarcely holding together." That appearedtwo weeks ago.
Lately, It has been given out that

Hahnke's body has been recovered from the
falls, and that, by a miracle, or something
of the sort, It showed no marked disfigure-
iLiCJLit U J. ICI .LllTO. LX A-l fjy a.muug Lilt acigguu. 1 ULUO

for twenty days or more.
These explanations were accepted with

more or less credulity in the Fatherland,
for In this country, where on an

average fourteen years of Imprisonment
Is meted out wee»> by week to editors
and others found guilty of "insult to
Majesty," it does not pay to be Inquisitive.However, the true story of William's
black eye and poor Hahnke's suicide are

gradually leaking out/ and incidentally one
learns a thing or two about the causes that
forced William to limp and grow a beard
upon his return from farmer Northland
trips. I ±S3The information comes from the officers
ana crew or tne liohenzollern, which is now
in German waters, and partly from poor
Hahnke's family and friends.
The late lieutenant's father, as is well

known, is General von Hahnke, chief of
the Kaiser's military cabinet, and other
members of the Hahnke family hold high
positions in the army and Government ser-
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anchoring In the neighborhood of the
Landven Lake, the Kaiser came on deck
while Hahnke was riding round on his
bicycle, a practice which, though forbidden i
by the commander of the yacht, had been /
permitted to the younger officers on board Jby His Majesty himself. J"The Kaiser, on that morning, had evi- J t
dently forgotten this, and when he saw / I
Hahnke, he called out: 'Get off that
wheel, Lieutenant, and report to the captainyour breach of discipline. You will
remain in your cabin for the next three
days.'
This rebuke was given In the presence

of several officers and In front of a line
of soldiers.
Hahnke did as he was bidden, dismountingwith the customary words, "At Your \

Majesty's orders." But as he fescended to \ 1
the bridge to report himself to the captain, \
His Majesty called out, imperiously: "Dare \
not mount those steps. They are reserved \
for the Kaiser. You are not worthy \
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Tossing His Dummy Into the
Torrent.

vice. It Is therefore not likely that these
people would ~ive credence to any story
that contains grave charges against their
master, the Emperor, If they had not every
reason for regarding it with the utmost
confidence.
The Journal correspondent had a conver-

sation with a cousin of the late Lieutenant *
Hahnke, who gave the facts of his death
as follows:
"On July 10, whfle the Hohenzollern was

to crawl where the chief war lord walks."
Hahnke turned, as If stung. He was,

white with rage: "I am an officer Ilk +
Your Majesty," he said, "and allow no o'_ »
to insult me. I will report in Your
Majesty's cabin presently and dAiuanii
satisfaction."

| MLLE. CL-EIO
I saw only Mile, de Merode, fresh, young,

I Joyous as the early morning, and her
mother admiring, solicitous, deeply interested.
Imagine her with a retinue consisting

solely of ma mere, English for mommer.
Then "Who ran to help me when I fell?

f'Who kissed the place to make it well? i

1 Sh® My Mother." /
§ Plaits It 1 murmured the old nursery rhyme gently /

^ to myself and then I asked timidly: /
/ Into Two "Who takes care of it?" /

^ ."My mother," said Mile. Cleo. simply, y
^ 9 "Oul. my mother is my maid, my compan- \
1 Braids, 'on. my all. We are always together, here /
y and in Paris." /
' Allowing AT a rl n tv, a ilaT/nt, rr I

It to Fall tresses up in her hands and revealed the
delicate and much-maligned pink and /

Over white ears. They are set tight to the 7
head, they are sm'all and fine as a shell. 1/emp es m}rror was a^ right hand side '

and Ears °' the room. Mile de Merode sat in a stiff
cane chair and turned her back upon it.

in the "How long have ypu dressed your daughFamouster's hair in this manner?"
I addressed myself to the mother, for

Ban- "he had the wares.I mean hairs.in her '

hand, and somehow seemed qualified to I
daux. speak. \\

"Ah mon Dieu!" she exclaimed, "ever '

since.ever since Lulu".this is Madame I
de Merode's boudoir name for her daughter ^
."was thirteen or fourteen. When she
was fourteen I remember pushing the bands
of hair down so, and I remember that she
looked to me pretty. Ah, she was always
pretty! And she said 'It is easy, let me
wear it so.' That was the beginning and
now she sets the fashion! Oh, it was not

The Quarrel on the Roy,

/ lnsP*ration an? artist. Liiln looked

/ lD tbe SlaSS and Slie knew' 1 looked and 1

/ * exclaimed at the quantity. It standi

/ /®T / ®ut fram ker head at least two inches, il

/ 'a'ls ln unbroken, rippling threads belo^i

/Ncvt If 1 lie agility ever flies from her toes, Il
rheumatism ever attacks her knees,-if gum

» She ever swells her joints, If dancing agitatee
Takes ber bdart> she can draw a salary In anj

hair restoring shop on Broadway.
One Or better still.she can set up one foi

herself. Can't ^you see it with the Begiar
Braid King's coat of arms emblazoned above li

Iand aDd beneatl1."A sa Majeste."
If<' * "I used to have much more," gaid Mile,

I in Binds It de Merode. "It falls out".tI /
1 expected it. She- would, surely have

/lit 'n a followed it up with the old fever story we

//Iff IP$-' I / r .all tell, only I didn't give her a chance.

'/ / 7
Va "What sort of a arjsn s tbaf" I asked

i//![ Shaped "Oh, hard, very hard. I like It just ai

IIIbard as P°ssible-"
' I Knot at Madame transferred the wares.I meat

kf / hairs.to her right hand. In her left sh<

fTl I Leld a p,ain' blaCk wooden brilshjjffij
of Cleo's "How many strokes do you give it?"

j "now many: ;uou jL/itru. j. uu nut liuow

Head. I brush it as she l,ikes.as I like"
' ilpon my word, they were as simple

1 these two, as though they weren't a cory
/ i pliee and her mother.

J | "Do you brush it very long, every night?"
"Mon Dieul not at all. She is tired.I am

tired. She takes out the hairpins.voila!
the braids fail.we go to bed. In the morn___ lng we are refreshed. We fix It again, and

^ then we use the brush."
"But for the gloss.the glorious, glossy,

lake-like surface?"
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that, he started to go below, the
ror following. "You little upstart,"
Wllhelm, "I will have the epaulettes
rom your shoulders and your sword
a as an ungrateful and mischievous
it."
vant," cried Hahnke, and with that
jbt arm shot out and his flst landed
: Emperor's left eye. Then he threw
If upon William's staggering form and
bout to hurl him to the deck, when
fitnesses of the affair grabbed him
ore him off.
Kaiser was helped to his feet and
d to his cabin. The great war lord
Indeed a sorry spectacle. His eye
leedlng and he frothed at the mouth,
crying for Hahnke's blood. He oracourt martial to be held Immedi-

nfce was roughly handled by his
;r officers on being dragged to hi?
bnt bis comrades soon recovered

their first anger and held a hasty
11 of war, In which it was decided

Von Hahnke, Who Struck
the Emperor.

ie should be put ashore at once bo as

re him an opportunity to escape an

inious death and military disgrace,
is a capital offence In Germany to

one's hand against royalty, let alone
ng the Emperor's eye.
poor Hahnke, after giving up his
to the captain and donning civilian
was hustled Into a steam launch and

! at the shore of the lake,
at," concluded the poor lieutenant's
l, "was the last the officers of the
lzollern saw or heard of him. They
Is word of honor that he would do
with himself and Implicitly trusted
expecting soon to be informed of
Isonvurv of his hodv In the neiehbar-

e L.r\ i i/nirv,

"Heln? Tiens?" said Mile, de Merod*.
"What do you put on It?"
"Mon Dleu. Nothing. I have nothing.

sometimes a little vlnalgre. How yon call
It? Cologne? Perfume, nevei>-that would
spoM «t."
"You wash It often?"
"Very seldom.very seldom," aald madame."Non.non.non.that would break

It. The scalp, yes. I brush It. I keep It
clean. With what? With bay rum. But
the hair.no. nevalre. I put nothing on

It.nothing. And the hair she has had It

always.only more."
I leaned back a moment and watched tha

yj.vv-*r*3U.AJU£o.
Mftd&me la mere had parted her daughter'shair from the tip ot ber forehead la

one unbroken line to the nape of her neck.
She brushed if Into bands on either sldo,
and then made two long, smooth braids.
Then she wound in opposite directions

into one soft coll with the naturally curly
enn» just peeping out in the middle.

"Colffeuses In Paris, hairdressers, you
know, have come to learn how. It seems

so simple, and yet they 6ay it Is difficult.

It was arranged now. And the ripples,
rich and silky, dark, with tints of redsmoothas glass, luxuriantly waving.you
know the rest.
"The secret?"

' .[f|a
"There Is none.unless.have you a

mother?"
I left De Merode'a boudoir gently murmuring:
"Who ran to help me when I fell?
Who kissed the place to make It well?
My mother."
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When the Kaiser recovered from the
shock of this extraordinary affair he was

disposed to conrt martial the c^pta'n and
his entire staff of officers for allowing
the criminal to escape, bat after a whllp
he was persuaded that the coarse taken
was the beet one after all. Upon the captain'sadvice, Hahmke's bicycle waJ
brought ashore during the night end thrown
over the rocks at the falls. There It was

discovered next day by the natives, andf
thus the story that the yoang man met
with a bicycle accident gained credence.
As a matter of fact young Hahcke lived

ten days after leaving the Hohenzollern,
staying at a peasant's hut In the neighborhoodo.f the lake. During tha/t tlma he
wrote letters to his relatives and friends,
In which he told them that he had engagedhimself on his word of honor te oommltsuicide, while guilty of no offence in
the eyes of the world at large.
He must have drowned himself abont

the 22d or 23d of July, or shortly after
that, and, to make certain his drowning,
weighted his pockets with lead and also
hung a piece of lead on his neck.
A similar version of the story Is circulatingin naval circles In Kiel, and the

Kaiser's provoking attitude toward
Hahnke is there characterized as his usual
"midsummer madness."
"These Northland trips," said a wellknownnaval surgeon to the New Tork

Journal correspondent, "are undertaken
for a specific pufpbse, The Kaiser's physiciansthink his peculiar derangement, reappearingevery year in July, might bs
cured in a cold climate, and It has actual-
ly abated to some extent tn the last fbw
seasons. Of course, there is no way of

guarding against sudden outbreaks, and the
crew of the Hohenzollern Is therefore made
up of old and tried men, In whom perfect
confidence is placed, while all the officers
and members of the snlte are His Majesty's
personal friends. This was young Hahnke's
first trip In attendance upon the Kaiser,
and for some reason or other he had not
been Informed of what might be expected
of William at any time. If he bad known
the facts he would have treated the insult
offered him with perfect indifference, as

the other officers on the Hohenzollern do-*-
and would be alive to-aay."
Further inquiries developed the fact that

the injury to the Kaiser's leg received on

his Northland trip of 1894 was the result
of a fall Incurred while chasing Count
Philip Eulenburg, now Ambassador to
Austria, sword in hand. On that occasion
he fell down the salon steps.
On another trip he was forced to let his

beard grow, as for two weeks nobody
dared approach him while he was sufferingfrom "dementia of persecution." When
he recovered he found that the beard
suited him. and lot it grow.

It is said thai the Kaiser really seen
deeply regret the sorry circumstance;
Hahnke's death. He has been more att
tive and kinder to the General, the Li
tenant's father, than ever, and has pic
ised his victim's uncle on his mother's F
Vieueru; m vnvanj tun nucjun. w ui- j>vu
of Imperial ChsDcellor after Priace Hohenlohe'sretirement. J'?.
In conclusion it may be said that; the

dummy story, so assiduously circulated by
the official press, tvas invei cd to account
if necessary for Hahake's entire disappear-1
ance. It ^vas thought possible thai the
iTctiir\A wtan miwi clion«n li j mi«id on<4,

ijl/UAXg jxaciix Uiigiu uuaus" aa*A^V« ... ^

'clioose to go to some foreign country under
an assumed name. In that case.that is,
if his body were not recovered.the theory*
that it had been completely undone upon
the rocks and swept 'away by the tonen

I was to be advanced. w
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